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Centre for the Study of Education in an International Context (CEIC)
Global Citizenship Education series

Helen Fail
Westminster Institute of Education, Oxford Brookes University
Third Culture Kids – Fact or Fiction?

 Wednesday 5 March 2008
1WN 3.10
4:45pm-5:45pm

 (Tea & coffee from 4:30pm)

All welcome!
For further details, please contact Harriet Marshall: h.marshall@bath.ac.uk


Helen Fail
Third Culture Kids – Fact or Fiction?

The concept of the ‘Third Culture Kid’ has been associated with expatriate families and international schools for over 40 years. Although those who work in an international context are often familiar with the term, it is not self- explanatory and constantly needs to be unpacked and explained. 

This seminar will trace the origin and meaning of the term and consider the research evidence on which the characteristics of TCKs are based. It will then consider the application of the term to a growing and increasingly diverse group of people. Do children in bicultural families and those of first and second-generation immigrant families, for example, share the same characteristics? 

What is the purpose of identifying people as Third Culture Kids? Does an understanding of the concept help those who work in an increasingly multicultural environment support these children more effectively?  Does the research on adult Third Culture Kids reinforce the notion that TCKs are identifiably different from their mono-cultural counterparts? The seminar will aim to address these questions in order to question the validity and helpfulness of the term.
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