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The European dimension in education: exploring pupils’ perceptions at three ‘European Schools’
 Tuesday 5 February 2008
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 (Tea & coffee from 4:30pm)

All welcome!
For further details, please contact Harriet Marshall: h.marshall@bath.ac.uk


Nicola Savvides
The European dimension in education: exploring pupils’ perceptions at three ‘European Schools’
The ‘European Schools’ were set up in the 1950s for children of employees of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). Today they cater primarily for children of staff at EU institutions and other multilingual families, providing mother tongue education through several ‘language sections’. Besides the aim to preserve pupils' national language, heritage and identities, the European Schools have been seen as the ideal place in which to foster 'young Europeans' by developing in them a sense of 'European identity'.

In light of this background, this seminar will outline some of the findings that have emerged from a study that is investigating the ‘European dimension in education’ at three ‘European Schools’ (Culham [England], Brussels I [Belgium] and Alicante [Spain] and how they are pursuing their ethos of developing a European identity amongst pupils. This seminar will focus specifically on pupils’ perceptions of the European nature of the three European Schools under study. This data was collected not only to triangulate the information that has been elicited from interviews with teachers and principals, but also to delve deeper into how pupils feel about the European dimension of the curriculum and the European Baccalaureate, extra-curricular activities, their teachers’ approaches and their school environment and community.
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