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A letter of wishes alongside your Will

A Letter of Wishes is an informal letter that accompanies your Will. It can be a very useful document in assisting your Executors and Trustees (if any) and beneficiaries to ensure your personal wishes are carried out. As needs change over the years, the University encourages gifts in Wills to be left for general purposes, which gives the University flexibility to use your kind gift where the need is greatest, and where it can have the biggest impact, rather than for a restricted purpose.
However, even if you leave a gift for general purposes but would still like to see the gift used for a personal area of interest in the University (e.g., University departments, faculties, scholarships, research programmes or campus facilities) you can outline this in a Letter of Wishes. When the time comes, the University will discuss possible uses of your gift with your Executors, bearing in mind your Letter of Wishes and the University’s priorities at the time.
You can use the Letter of Wishes Template over the page to share your personal wishes.
The contents of the Letter of Wishes will depend on your individual circumstances. We recommend that care is taken to ensure your Letter of Wishes does not contain anything that could conflict with your Will, and that you obtain advice from your solicitor about it, although you can write or type the Letter of Wishes yourself. It should be written in plain English, signed and dated by you, and ideally addressed to your Executors. It is not legally binding and does not require witness signatures.
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Letter of Wishes template 
To My Executors / My Family / My Trustees / The Person To Whom It May Concern 

I, _______________________________________________________________________ (name) of _________________________________________________________________________ (address) have signed this Letter of Wishes to state my preferences for the use of my gift to the University of Bath contained in my Will dated ___________________. I understand that this does not compel you to follow the wishes contained in this letter, but I ask you to consider these details when making decisions about my gift to the University. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________

This Letter of Wishes does not change or revoke my Will. 

_____________________________________________________________(date)
 Signature ______________________________________________(your signature)
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