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UCAS Update



KEY FIGURES

479,210 (-0.5%)
UK

594,940 total applicants (-0.3%)

65,450 (-5.2%)
Mature

316,850 (+0.7%)
18 year olds

115,730 (+0.7%)
International

Second highest number of UK 18 year old applicants on record
2



Subject applications – Stem in demand

BOTTOM 5 TOP 5

Computing

+7%

Mathematical 

sciences

+7%

Engineering 

and 

technology

+10%

Education 

and teaching

-6%

Psychology

-6%

Medicine 

and dentistry

-6%

Social sciences

-4%

Combined and 

general studies

-3%

Physical sciences

+6%

Law

+4%
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Top 5 and bottom 5 percentage changes in applications by CAH1 subject grouping



HEALTHCARE FOCUS
Applicants/applications to healthcare courses and percentage change since 2023

Midwifery applicants
7,740

-13%

Allied health
4,310

-4%

Nursing applicants
31,100

-7%

Medical sciences
74,200

+5%

Medicine
90,510

-6%

Pharmacology, 
toxicology and 
pharmacy
45,080

+9%

Dentistry
26,950

+16%
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Subject Spotlights through UCAS hub 

Your support on Subject Spotlights. 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/springpod
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Chat to students
Peer-to-peer chat facility hosted on 
ucas.com powered by Unibuddy. 

Connect, ask questions and learn 
about student experiences

Over 4,900 active ambassadors, 
with unlimited chats available
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Student access to entry grades data

• Now live students can see the grade 
profiles of students accepted onto 
courses, alongside offer rates.

• It shares information about student 
grades upon entry into higher 
education.

• Students have told us that this 
information would help them make 
informed decisions about their future.
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18%

16% 29%

26%

Disappointed on results day 

Direct to Clearing

Mind changers

No offers going into Clearing 

Trade-ups

The Five Clearing Personas

DIRECT TO CLEARING
Applied directly into Clearing, usually mature 

applicants

DISAPPOINTED ON RESULTS DAY
Didn’t achieve the grades for their 

Firm/Insurance offer

MIND-CHANGERS
Declined their offers – changed where or what 

subject they will study

NO OFFERS GOING INTO
CLEARING

Applied in the main scheme but either didn’t 
receive offers or declined them

TRADE-UPS
Declined their offers – changed where or what 
to study based on achieving higher grades than 

expected

‘DECLINE MY PLACE
(DMP)’

These applicants declined their 
original choice and deliberately 

self-released into Clearing

Persona Split

Based on student Clearing data only

11%
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A look towards C&C
Our Confirmation and Clearing Adviser Hub is live! Including:

• NEW: The C&C 2024 Toolkit with two downloadable 
presentations – The student application journey and What 
you need to know.

• NEW: A Confirmation and Clearing checklist to help prepare 
your students for results day.

• Key dates during confirmation and clearing.

• The results process in detail, so you know what happens and 
when.

• A Clearing guide for parents.

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/supporting-you-through-confirmation-and-clearing
https://www.ucas.com/file/827486/download?token=jskORHac
https://www.ucas.com/file/827491/download?token=epL2BO9D
https://www.ucas.com/file/827491/download?token=epL2BO9D
https://www.ucas.com/file/827296/download?token=cmfo7HAl
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/supporting-you-through-confirmation-and-clearing/confirmation-and-clearing-key-dates
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/application-overview/results-process
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/clearing-and-results-day/what-clearing/clearing-guide-parents


2025 updates
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Key Dates – 2025 entry

UCAS search displays 
courses

30 April 2024

Adviser Portal opens for 
Registered Centres.

7 May 

UCAS application opens 
for 2025 entry

14 May 

First day we can receive a 
completed application

3 September

Deadline for courses in 
medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, 
dentistry, and courses at 
Oxford or Cambridge

15 October 2024*

UCAS equal consideration 
date

29 January 2025*

UCAS Extra opens

26 February

Last date to send an 
application

30 June

* 18.00 UK time 

5 July

Clearing 

opens



Improvements for 2025 
applications

• Improvements to the Education section 

• Changes to English Language Skills 
section 

• Changes to the Nationality details section 

• New section – Where you live 

• We have run two deep dives webinars 

covering these changes which can be  

watched on demand.

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/news/adviser-lives#:~:text=Adviser%20Live%3A%20March%20international,Play%20back


Where you live
• A new section in the application.

• Students will be asked to add the 
addresses they have lived at since 1 
September 2022.

• From those added, a student would 
select one as their home address and 
whether they are there permanently or 
temporarily.

• We are collecting this to help 
Universities and Colleges ensure 
students are paying the correct fees. 



Education Section
Prepopulate ‘place of education’ when an applicant is linked to centre.

Extra school address information for manually added schools.

New question: Study mode – In Person / Online.

New options in Attendance type: Exam only added and sandwich removed.
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All qualification category types will be shown 
to all students

Your qualifications shortlist will be presented 

to linked students.

Can still search all other qualifications if 
needed in that group.
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Education section
What is being (re)moved?

Moving TOEFL and IELTS numbers to 
this section – no change to data.

Removal of 'highest qualification on entry' 
question  - calculated data will remain.
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Nationality details section
Additional questions are being added to help providers 
accurately determine an applicants fee status.

• When does your pre settled expiry date expire?

• Do you need a student visa to study in UK? – “Don’t know”

• Why don’t you need a UK visa to study?

• What level was your [previous visa] study?

• Entering the Start and End date of that study completed.

• What is your UK visa or immigration status?



References for 2025 cycle 
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What are providers are saying so far.
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• The reference is used in multiple ways across universities and colleges.

• A common theme was the usefulness of the new structure to find additional context e.g. 
applicant background or school/education context. 

• Responses also showed that the reference can be used in some cases to: 
• aid decision making during Confirmation and Clearing 
• help with the interviewing process

• Echoed adviser feedback that continued work is needed to embed the change and 
guidance on using the new format will continue to be reviewed and enhanced in future 
cycles. 



References – think the C’s of Context 
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Whole Cohort Context 

Individual Circumstantial Context 

Additional Course Context 
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Summary of updates to guidance 
• The maximum 4,000 characters includes spaces, section headings, and line breaks, all of 

which take up at least one character. This means entered text will need to be under 

3,800 characters

• Extenuating circumstances (section 2) – further guidance as to what should be included, 

including sharing complex or sensitive circumstances directly with universities or 

colleges 

• Other supportive information (section 3) – short, concise, and factual sentences to 

demonstrate suitability for the course(s) applied for and add relevant context.

Please read guidance on ucas.com/advisers/references.

https://www.ucas.com/advisers


Personal Statement
• Divided into three sections.

• Motivation for course
• Preparedness for course
• Preparation through other 

experiences

• All sections will be mandatory.

• 4000 characters total, split flexibly 
across the three sections.

• Adviser pack out in July 2024.



31

Outreach Connection Service
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Resources to support you 



2025 Cycle Toolkit 
2024 Cycle Toolkit

Security marking: PUBLIC 01 July 2024

ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/2025-cycle-toolkit
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Reference Resources
• A reference guidance presentation download and 

edit. 

• FAQs for each section.

• Watch our short reference update video.

• Online course: UCAS references – what you need 
to know.  Accessed through the UCAS Professional 
Development Platform.

• Reference terminology explained - understand 
processes and terminology for independent, 
centre-linked, and reference-only applicants.

UCAS.COM/ADVISERS/REFERENCES 

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/writing-references/ucas-registered-centre-linked-applications-undergraduate-references#:~:text=in%20bullet%20points%3F-,Reference%20resources,-View%20and%20download
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/writing-references/changes-undergraduate-references-2024-entry#:~:text=reference%2Donly%20applicants.-,FAQs,-EXPAND%20ALL
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/writing-references/ucas-registered-centre-linked-applications-undergraduate-references#:~:text=2025%20entry%20undergraduate%20references
https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://pdp.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/writing-references/reference-processes-and-terminology
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training/writing-references/ucas-registered-centre-linked-applications-undergraduate-references
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The UCAS Widget
The widget can be hosted on your 
school or college’s website or 
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) 
to link your students and parents to 
relevant pages on ucas.com.

Find out more:
www.ucas.com/widget



Read all our reports:
www.ucas.com/about-us/news-
and-insights/ucas-reports  

http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports
http://www.ucas.com/about-us/news-and-insights/ucas-reports
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Information and guidance for advisers
Monthly newsletters
Advisers can stay up-to-date with all the latest news and guidance by signing up at ucas.com/adviser-updates.

Adviser Live sessions 
Our regular live studio sessions feature expert speakers from different sectors exploring all student pathways. Take 
a look at our upcoming events on ucas.com/adviser-lives.

Training and conferences
We host dedicated events, conferences, and professional development sessions for teachers and advisers right 
across the year – everything needed to help advisers help their students: ucas.com/advisers/training.

ucas.com/advisers
There is a dedicated area for advisers on ucas.com. Here you’ll find all our latest news, events, and a variety of 
guides and resources to help plan career guidance sessions and provide support throughout the whole application 
cycle: ucas.com/advisers.

https://www.ucas.com/content/sign-updates-advisers
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/adviser-lives
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-resources-and-training/digital-training-support-you
https://www.ucas.com/advisers


Further support  
UCAS’ Adviser Help Team 

0345 123 8001 
adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk

Digital Learning Team 
training@ucas.ac.uk 

Professional Development Platform 
https://pdp.ucas.com
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mailto:adviserhelp@ucas.ac.uk
mailto:training@ucas.ac.uk
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